


Noah and Lola are 
brother and sister. 
Both of them like 
to watch YouTube 
very much! One day, 
they encountered 
something magical...

Did you see 
that? What's that

Guys don’t panic. 
I’m the Elf of 
YouTube.

What does 
that mean?

I've been here since the start of 
YouTube. And over the years, I’m 
fed by all the data you, and 
others transmitted to YouTube.

What do you do 
everyday then?

Like I said, I’m fed by the data 
everyone sent on YouTube. So 
over the years, I’ve been quietly 
monitoring all the things you do.

Monitoring??

Emmm let me get to your 
profile... the Boy, your name is 
Noah, and you’re 8 years old...

he knows my name ?!

...You like to watch animation movies the 
most, emmm, you’ve been into Lego recently,

emmm, looks like you just 
bought one Yesterday..

Oh NO!

Oh NO!
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Mom just said you had 
enough Legos, and 
you’re not supposed to 
buy any new ones till 
summer!

Wait! how did you 
know what things 
i purchased?

Oh, my friend 
Amazon the elf 
told me that.

And you just sit 
together and 
gossip about us?

I’m an elf. I don’t know 
what gossip means. We just 
share information with 
each other, like the fact 
that Lola you just failed 
your geography exam. By 
the way I get that from 
your school site the elf.

 Oh no... So that’s 
why you’re starting 
to push all those 
fossil videos to me...

You failed 
Geography?!

Why are you doing 
all these? Watching 
everything we do, and 
Gossiping all that 
with your so-​called 
friends?

To get more 
data. companies 
are paying us.

What do 
you mean by 
paying you?

The more data Me and my friends 
have about you. The more details 
we have on your profile, and 
companies wanting to sell you 
things would pay more to us.

There’s a 
profile??

Of course. Everyone has a profile. You 
are an 12 year old girl who looks music 
bands a lot. You like hiking, and are not 
very good at school. So we group you 
with ``kids with school help’’

You can’t just group 
me like that! I’m very 
good at Other subjects

Well we just make assumptions 
about you based on data on the 
Internet, and then categorise 
you with people like you.
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an elf for 
each website?!
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Why do you need 
this profile?

And “grouping” 
me with other 
people?

We group people by common 
traits . So that we can guess 
about what things you might like

Like you, Lola, 
you watched a lot 
of skinny girls 
videos on TikTok

so we think you 
want to look 
skinnier

OMG.

So you just record down 
all these embarrassing 
things about us, and 
make money out of that?

 I’m an elf. I can’t tell what’s embarrassing or 
not. We work for the companies behind us, and we 
tell them everything including all these profiles 
we have about you. They want to find people with 
certain attributes and we give them that.

Without telling 
us anything ?!

That’s mean!

Again, I’m an elf. I don’t know what’s mean or 
embarrassing. Based on these profiles, we give 
things what we think are best for you. I’m not 
an expert, but I think that doesn’t make me a 
bad elf.

 To be fair, they 
do give me 
videos I like

What about not 
collecting and sharing 
these profiles at all? 
Like categorising me 
as a bad student? Let 
us decide what we like, 
or “best for us”?

we don’t even know 
these profiles and 
gossiping exist at 
all.

 I don’t know about all that. 
The only thing I know is that 
I’m fed on all this data. 
Without the data, I will die, 
and you won’t have YouTube 
anymore.
Similarly, all my friends, 
like Amazon the elf, 
TikTok the elf, and 
others. We will all die 
without data.
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